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Meetine or Covunci.. 


The Quarterly Meeting of Council which was held 
last week was the first conducted by the newly elect- 
ed President, Mr. Lambert, C.B., who shortly thank- 
ed the Conncil for his election. The meeting was 
remarkable in more ways than one. It was the 


largest, numerically, that has met for a long time |’ 


—only four being absent, and we regret to say, all 
but one through illness. It was a busy meeting, 
and the Agenda paper suggested to vld hands that 
a very long sitting would be required to dispose of 
it. Even without the clauses of the proposed New 
Charter there was a long list of subjects for considera- 
tion, and some of a very debateable nature. It was 
feared that an adjournment might be necessary to 
get through all the work, but thanks to the president 
and members everything was attended to—somehow. 


RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER. 


Amongst the correspondence was a letter from 
Mr. Simcox, of Drogheda, resigning his seat on the 
Council The letter was short, and entered into no 
explanation of the writer’s motives, but it was 
generally understood in the room to be dictated by 
a courteous feeling of respect for the expressed wishes 
of the profession that dual-appointments should 
cease. Mr. Simcox was both an Examiner and a 
Member of Council. He is not the first to have 
practically acknowledged the new code of decorum, 
which though still unwritten, is accepted by many. 
Mr. Simcox was distinctly the representative of Ire- 
land on the Council. He appealed for election as 
such, and was voted for very widely as a fit and pro- 
per candidate, not only because he was individually 
acceptable but because he was the only man nomina- 
ted from Ireland. His place will be filled up by the 
Council at their next meeting, and it will be only a 
courteous act to select one of his countrymen to suc- 
ceed him. It will not be easy to find a practitioner 
with the independence and intellectual acuteness of 
Mr. Simcox, but we trust the Council will use the 
important powers granted to them with tact and 
discrimination. 


Our Funp 


Everyone knows that the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons has no prize to offer its members by 
way of inducement to do scientific work beyond that 
necessary to obtain a diploma. A short while ago 
the Council recognised this as a weak point, and 
voted an annual sum of fifty pounds to be put aside 
for the establishment of a fund which may in time 
enable the College to afford encouragement to scienti- 
fic workers. This fund can only accumulate slowly, 
but it isopen to the wealthier members of the pro- 


from voluntary retirement. 


agp to contribute to it. Meantime we can al] 
élp either individually or through our Societies, 
and the Central Veterinary Society has set the ex 
ample. A letter was read from them stating that 
they had voted a sum of £50 to the College Scholar- 
ship Fund. This is worthy of imitation. 


Tue ExamInaTIon COMMITTEE. 


The next business was the reception of a report of 
the Conference held between the Principals of 
Schools and the Court of Examiners ; it was relegated 
to the Examination Committee. Then came Reports 
from the Examiners as to the last examinations— 
they also were referred to the Examination Com- 
mittee. This Committee consists of the whole 
Council, and we may therefore 1 ok forward to a 
searching enquiry into the whole subject of the way 
in which we test the fitness of candidates for ad- 
mission to the profession. This is by far the most 
important duty entrusted to the Council. We be- 
lieve the Council quite appreciates the importance and 
difficulty of the question, and its appreciation is 
shown by the cautious way in which the subject is 
severely left alone. It must be faced soon, and too 
much consideration cannot be given to it. The Com- 
mittee should collect all the available experience of 
other bodies; they should distinctly recognise the 
weak points in our own proceedings ; and then act 
without hesitation and without haste. One thing 
must never be forgotten —that the teaching and ex- 
amining are inseparably related. According to the 
form and standard of examination so will be the 
teaching, and it is infinitely more important that 
men be well taught than well examined. Of course 
time and money are considerations which cannot be 
overlooked. 


Tue Last 


The election of the Fellowship examiners for the 
year afforded a curious instance of the good natured 
neglect of principles which our Council so often ex- 
hibits. It also indicated the strength and weakness 
of the usage which has very wrongly bewn allowed 
to obtain—of electing our committees and other 
bodies en masse. There is no bye-law to prevent 
any member of Council proposing more than one 
member of a committee, and so some men propose 
three, or six, or sixteen. This saves time, but it per- 
petuates without change the compusition of bodies 
which should be always carefully appointed, and it 
prevents members taking any active part, except 
approval, in the formation of committees which 
perhaps were originally formed twenty years ago, and 
have since been re-elected every year without a 
possibility of re-organization, except such as results 
Sir Henry Simpson 
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roposed the re-election of the existing examiners— 
r. Fleming, Mr. J. R. Cox, and Professor Duguid. 
It was pointed out that one of these gentlemen was 
a member of Council, and Professor Pritchard was 
nominated. The ballot resulted in the re-election 
of the three examiners. Now at least sixteen of the 
members present are publicly pledged to abolish 
the dual-appointment, and it was generally supposed 
that their pledge was founded on an honest ac- 
ceptance of the principle. Only seven of these men 
voted in accordance with their principle, and Ir. 
Fleming had the pleasure of being present as a 
councilman at his own election as an examiner. In 
less than an hour after this the Council, with two 
dissentients, voted a clause in the new charter to 
abolish permanently all dual-appointments!! Per- 
haps we have no right to look for consistency, but 
surely common decency might have been expected 
to prevent twenty-eight selected members from 
stultifying themselves in this manuer. The 

ersonality of Sir H. Simpson, Kt., and Dr. 

leming, C.B., seems tv overshadow our Council, 
and to lead them to any absurdity, irrespective of 
pledges or principles. Possibly the men who have 
given new life to the dual-appointment by their 
votes may be able to satisfy their own consciences, 
but we think they would find it hard to convince 
their electors of their consistency and honesty. The 
ballot protects the weak, and it covers what may 
be duplicity but may be merely ignorance. 


THe New Cuarter. 


A distinct advance has been made in the matter 
of a new charter, and the wishes of the profession 
have received the approbation of the Council. It 
will be remembered that the Committee reported in 
favour of nine proposals. These have now been 
considered seriatim with the following result—-that 
the solicitor has been requested to prepare a draft 
Petition to the Privy Council embodying the follow- 
ing items, 

1 That every Member of the College shall be eli- 
gible to be elected as a member of Council. 

2 That the President and Vice-presidents shall be 
chosen from the elected Members of Council, and 
— the Council shall consist of thirty-two mem- 

rs, 

3 That the place of meeting for the Annual General 
Meeting be fixed at the Quarterly Meeting in 
January proceeding the Annual Meeting, and that 
the day for holding such meeting be the first 
Wednesday in June. 

4 That the examination fees be fixed at a maxi- 
mum of twenty guineas, and that the fee for each 
re-examination be three guineas additional. 

5 That no member of council be eligible for elec- 

or vice versa, 

is last clause is in direct opposition to the re- 
port of the Committee. The 
the recommendations of the Committee are, (a) The 


rejection of the proposal to change the designati 
of the K.C.V.S., from College to Waivers. (b) 


_ The rejection of the proposal to admit men to the 


Fellowship by election instead of examination. (c) 
The rejection of the proposal to compel Annual 


Registration and a fee of five shillings payable year- 
ly. (d) The rejection of the proposal to institute a 
compulsory pupilage. 

The Charter in its new form will probably receive 
universal approbation. Only one point is open to 
adverse criticism and that is the first clause, which 
restores to members their political rights but re- 
serves the appointment of Examiner entirely to the 
Fellows. This of course is not “abolition of the 
Ninth Clause” but it is a restitution of the import- 
ant privilege that every member shall be qualified 
for a seat on the governing body of his profession. 
The proposed charter certainly represents a great: 
reform, and we think will be acceptable to the pro- 
fession. 

A Memoria. 


The last business of the meeting was to consider 
a memorial as follows :— 


We, the undersigned, have been informed of a statement 
printed and circulated by Professor Brown, C.B., Principal 
of the Royal Veterinary College, London, amongst the 
Governors of that Institution, reflecting on our integrity 
and capability as examiners. 

In consequence of a representation made to the Governors 
by the Earl of Coventry, at the request of Sir Henry 
Simpson, a letter has been addressed to you suggesting a 
conference between the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
and the Royal Veterinary College. The statement runs as 
follows: 

‘*Complaints have been made by some of the students 
that the Practical Examination was not properly 
conducted, i.e. that some of the members of the 
Board did not attend, and were substituted by 
representatives who were not formally appointed as 
required by the Bye-laws of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons; and also that 20 candidates. 
— examined on one day, some of them by candle- 
ight.” 

While denying its accuracy, we earnestly request you to 

submit the statement, as printed and circulated, to joint 
conference and inquiry as suggested. 


(Signed) B. CarriepeGe, 
Henry Simpson, 
Harry OLvER. 


To THe PresipENt AND CouNcIL, 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, London. 
June, 1891. 

There was also a letter from the Secretary of the 
Royal Veterinary College, referring to this subject 
and asking the Council to co-operate with the 
Governors in an enquiry. To the request of the 
memorialists and the Secretary the Council assented, 
and a Committee of three—Messrs. Barford, Wragg 
and Greaves—was appointed to meet the Governors. 
Of this Committee all that we care to say is that it 
was a pity that it should have been selected by Sir 
H. Simpson. That gentleman, as one of the persons 
interested, should have been the last to have a voice 
in the selection of a jury to investigate, and the 
Council fuiled to do itself justice in accepting what 
appears to be very remote from impartiality—but 
tastes differ. 


W. Woops, 
Jas. F. 


Tue Specrat Meerine. 


This was necessitated by proposals to alter Bye- 
laws. Both alterations were accepted without op- 
position. The first throws overboard the Matri- 
culation Scheme which occupied about a year to con- 
sider, and was then found unworkable. The second 
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requires the Examiners to report to the Council on 
each examination—a proposal which when first made 
was treated. as an insult to the Board. Time cer- 
tainly works wonders, and the rapidity with which 
our Council change their opinions is indeed wonder- 
ful. 


CASES AND ARTICLES 


SECONDARY ABSCESS IN THE INGUINAL 
REGION IN STRANGLES. 


By Watrer 8S. Apams, M.R.C.V.S., A.V.D. 
Hosur, India. 


March 17th, 1891. Australian mare, 4 years old, 
was admitted to the sick-lines with strangles. No 
regular strangle abscess formed, but there was a 
succession of small abscesses in the sub-maxillary 
space; these were evacuated. There was but little 
constitutional disturbance and the case seemed to be 
terminated ; the mare was discharged on April 3rd, 
having been 15 days under treatment. 

On May Sth, 32 days afterwards, the mare was 
reported lame on the off-hind. The lameness was 
from obscure cause. but the action directed to the 
hock as the probable seat of lameness, and there was 
certain heat and subsequently swelling of the hock. 
Subsequently the swelling seemed to ‘extend in an 
upward direction, involving the muscles of the thigh, 
which were swollen both inside and out. On May 
25th, twenty days after admission, the mare was found 
to be much distressed and in great pain. 'Tempera- 
ture 103. ‘Till the 6th of June, the temperature 
registered varied from 100 to 102-2. from this time 
there was an irregular rise till the maximum, 104°4 
was reached on the 10th. An abscess of great size 
had now formed, and was pointing in the Inguinal 
region. On the morning of the 11th, this was 
evacuated by a bold incision, and an enormous 
quantity of pus was released, roughly estimated at 
In the evening the tempera- 

re fe ‘ i i 
page Be and on the following morning 

Remarks :—'vhe abscess was doubtless secondary 
to the attack of strangles which occurred a full 
month previously, when the system was not relieved 
by the formation of a healthy strangle abscess. The 
case is, I think, worthy of record as an instance of the 
vagaries of this interesting disease. The mare was 
4n excellent patient and was never off feed. After 
the evacuation of the abscess, she was greatly de- 
pressed ; | gave her a stimulant, and subsequently 
wheat flour gruel, which was continued for some 
days. The mare now only required nursing, 


and although 
peels pe much pulled down she completely 


To Prevent rrom ANnoyvine.—A i 
: .-— According toa French 
many surgeon, a simple method of peolaasing flies 
annoying horses consists in painting the inside of the 


‘of oil of jur steer part especially troubled with a few drops | 


EARLY RECOGNITION OF TUBERCULOSIS 
IN CATTLE. 


One of the medical journals a few weeks ago 
published an account of an investigation by a con- 
tinental scientist on this subject; and it appeared 
to be of such an extraordinary nature and so contrary 
to all our previous experience, that acting upon in- 
structions from Prof. G. T. Brown we decided to 
undertake a series of control observations ; the sub- 
ject being of the utmost importance to the veterinary 
profession. M. Léon Mandereau, in about a score of 
cases, always and in sufficient numbers to be readily 
recognisable ” found the tubercle bacilli in the 
Aqueous humour of the eyes of animals which had 
succumbed to the disease. In the year 188() Cohn- 
heim had come to the conclusion that the only real 
test of a deposit being tubercular was its inocula- 
bility and he made experiments on the eyes of animals 
ere arriving at this conclusion. In the year 1882 
the theory formulated by Cohnheim was confirmed 
by the discovery of the organism of this disease by 
Dr. Koch. Now it is quite evident that if this organism 
is “always” present in the Aqueous humour of the 
eyes of affected animals there would be no need to 
inoculate the organ to set up a tubercular lesion ; it 
would be quite sufficient to puncture the tissue and 
thus’allow the organism to carry out its work of des- 
truction—and moreover our ideas of the distribution 
of the organism would require to be modified and 
altered to a very considerable extent if this investi- 
gation should be confirmed by further observation. 

Arrangements having been made to go on with the 
work Mr. Rayment, M.R.C.V.S., at once agreed to 
supply us with eyes from both healthy and diseased 
animals, and with portions of any organs from the 
same animals showing the lesions in various stages 
of the disease. Eyes from six carcases in which no 
trace of tubercle could be found were examined and 
in each case with negative results. Eyes from about 
twenty carcases in which other organs showed most 
pronounced tubercular disease, were examined by 
the Ehrlich and Ziel Nelsen methods, and in not one 
instance could the tubercle bacillus be demonstrated, 
although we had no difficulty in finding it (often 
in large numbers) in the ordinary lesions in other 
organs. We are therefore forced to conclude that 
some error has been made in the investigation by 
Mons Mandereau, or that an accidental contamina- 
tion of his preparations may have taken place, and 
also that the “early recognition of Tuberculosis in 
Cattle,” yet remains a matter of great difficulty and 
uncertainty to those most interested in determining 
it. 


Research Laboratory, 
Royal Veterinary College 


P. D. 


—J 


The New Zealand sheep returns for 1890 put the total 
number for the colony at 16,116,113, or 692,785 more than 
in 1889. Adding the increment of 380,000 previously re- 
corded for 1889, we have an increase of 1,072,785 in two 
years, notwithstanding the large export of over 2,000,000 
carcases during that period. 
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Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons 


The Quarterly Meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, Bloomsbury, on Thursday, the 23rd inst., 
under the presidency of Mr. J, D. Lambert. There were 

resent, Professors McCall, Penberthy, Walley, and 
Williams. General Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Dr. Fleming, 
Sir Henry Simpson, Messrs. Burnett, Cartledge, Edgar, 
Fraser, Hunting, Kettle, Kidd, Malcolm, Mason, Mulvey, 
Nisbett, Raymond, Jas. F. Simpson, Trigger, Wheatley, 
Whittle, Wragg, Mr. Geo. Thatcher (Solicitor), and A. 
W. Hill (Secretary). 

The Preswent :—I beg to thank you, gentlemen, for 
the great honour you have conferred upon me in electing 
me to this presidential chair. I assure you I shall 
always do my utmost to fill it to the best interests of the 
profession, 

The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 

On the motion of Prof. McCauz, seconded by Dr. 
FLemina, the minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

The Secretary said he had received intimations from 
Prof. Brown, Mr. Greaves, Mr. Buakeway, and Mr. 
Tay or, regretting their inability to attend the meeting. 

A presentation from Dr. Fiemrne of the second edi- 
tion of Chauvua’s Comparative Anatomy was announced. 

On the motion of Prof. WiL1aMs, seconded by Prof. 
McCaxt, a vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. FLemine 
for his gift. 


CoRRESPONDENCE, 


Letter from Mr. Stmcox resigning his appointment as 
member of the Council. 

Letter read from the North of England Veterinary 
Medical Association, containing copy of resolution passed 
at their quarterly meeting. 

Letter read from Prof. Witu1ams of the Veterinary 
College, Edinburgh, in regard to an application directed 
to him from a Veterinary Surgeon in America, who wish- 
ed to know if some consideration could be made in 
virtue of his holding a diploma. Prof. WiiuraMs had 
replied saying that no concession could be made, and that 
he must go through the whole of the curriculum. 

Letter read from Mr. Sxcker in America, applying 
for a certificate in lieu of his diploma which had been 
destroyed by fire. 

On the motion of Mr. Huntina, seconded by Mr. 
TRIGGER, it was resolved that the certificate should be 
granted, 

The Secretary read the following letter from Mr, H. 
G, Roars, on behalf of the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society. “I beg to inform you that the Council of this 
Society has agreed that a sum of £50 be given to the Ex- 
hibition or Prize Fund of the Royal College of Veterinary 

Surgeons, unconditionally.” 

On the motion of Prof. WattEy, seconded by Mr. 
Mason, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
Society for its handsome donation. 

The Secretary said he had received a second letter 
from Mr. Lyman of the Harvard University, begging the 
recognition of his College ora modified examination. He 
had already written to Mr. Lyman that there had been 
no of the School. 

r. TRIGGER suggested that the matter be 

_the Preswwent said that the solicitor had i 
him that the subject had already been te yang pe 
not satisfying the requirements of the college. 

The SecxETaRy read a letter from Mr, BANHAM in- 
forming the Council that he should be happy to hand 


over the balance of the fund remaining from the British 
National Veterinary Congress to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons to be added to the Steel Memorial 
Fund, provided that memoria! took the form of a burs- 
ary or annual prize to be competed for under the direc- 
tion of the Council. 

Mr. Raymonp said he hoped the Council would see its 
way to accept the money. 

Prof.Mc Catt suggested that a recommendation 
should be made by theCouncil to Mr. Banuam that he 
should hand over the money to the Steel Memorial. 

Mr. TuHatcHERr (solicitor) said he doubted whether the 
Council ought to take any responsibility whatever in 
the matter. ji 

General Sir Freperick F1tz-Wyaeram said he did not 
think the Council could make any recommendation with 
regard to a fund which was not in its possession. He 
thought the proper course to adopt was to write to Mr. 
Banham saying that he would best carry out his in- 
tentions toward the Steel Fund by remitting the money 
to the Steel Memorial Committee. - 

Dr. Fiemine@ said that the course which Mr. Banham 
ought undoubtedly to have adopted was to inform the 
members of the Congress that he had the money in his 
possession. He would undertake, however, to write 
privately to Mr. Banham on the subject. 


Report oF THE Court oF EXAMINERS. 


The Secretary then read Report of the result of the 
Conference of Examiners and Principals of Schools, and 
also the report of the Court of Examiners. At the Lon- 
don examination $1 students passed the Practicalexami- 
nation and 23 were rejected. In class A 37 passed, and 
15 rejected. At the examinations in Scotland, in 
class C 31 students passed, and 19 were rejected; in 
class, B 58 passed, and 26 rejected; andin class A 76 
passed and 39 rejected. 

The Prestpent :—Mr. Duck, who is one of the gentle- 
men who addressed a memorial to the Council, is here, 
and if any of you would Jike to put any questions to him 
we will have him up. 

Prof. WALLEY :—This question will have to be gone 
into in due course and we shall have to consider what 
additions, if any,are to be made. I certainly think that the 
examinations generally might be held over, and perhaps 
some different arrangements made. I think the Secretary 
should be asked to communicate with all the Continental 
and Colonial Schools with a view of ascertaining what 
course is pursued by them with reference to their ex- 
aminations. I think the Secretary some time ago did 
communicate with those schools with reference to the 
Preliminary examination, andif he has the prospectuses 
I would move that those parts relating to the general 
question of examination be translated at’ the expense, 
and for the benefit, of the College, so that we shall have 
some guide as to what is done in other schools. Holding 
that view I do not think that we ought now to enter 
into a discussion upon this subject. I do not think this 
College has any right to make any alterations in the ex- 
aminations without giving due notice to the schools. 
With reference to the report from the Practical C Ex- 
aminers I should like to ask whether there is or is not a 
specified time laid down in which those examiners are to 
carry out their duties, and whether if they take up 4 
gs time than usual they would be paid additional 

ees. 

Genl. Sir Frepx. FirzWyeram :—This Council has 
the right and ought to get the best information it can 
on the subject of examinations, and I think we ought 
to hear what the examiners themselves have to say, ! 
therefore propose that Mr. Duck be called in. 

Mr. Huytine ;—I hardly think it worth while to take 
up asingle branch and examine one single examiner. 
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1t merely means a waste of time as we shall have it all to 
do over again. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I must say I think we are 
going to initiate a very difficult business if we permit 
examiners to come here and make their reports. Per- 
sonally I should be glad to hear what Mr. Duck has to 
say, but if we are to cross-examine and re-examine 
him on a certain subject I think our time will be some- 
what wasted. Our chief difficulty seems to be with re- 
gard to the practical examinations, for it is admitted 
that the others are fairly satisfactory. With regard to 
Prof, Walley’s suggestion—that inquiries should be made 
from the foreign schools—I must say that I have never 
heard it admitted that foreign veterinary surgeous are 
better than English. The system pursued on the Con- 
tinent is entirely different from what it is here ; and I do 
not think if we pursued this extensive investigation, 
and had all these books translated, we should get any 
practical information from it. We have plenty of 
native force and talent, and I think we can improve our- 
selves without going to the Continent. 

Mr. Triacer :—I think the best plan of dealing with 

this question would be to refer the whole matter to the 
Examination Committee. I hope the committee will 
adopt Prof. Walley’s suggestion, for it is only by find- 
ing out what other nations do that we can improve our 
own knowledge. I beg to move that the matter be re- 
ferred to the examination committee; that they be au. 
thorized to invite the examiners to meet them in con- 
ference, and that the report of the examiners be printed 
and handed to each member of council. I think the 
principals of schools might also be invited to attend the 
conference. 
_ Mr. Jas. F. Simpson :—If Mr. Trigger will include 
in his proposition that the report of the conference of 
Examiners and Principals of Schools be also referred 
to the Examination Committee I shall be pleased to 
second his motion. 

Mr. TriccER :—I agree to that with pleasure. 

_ Mr. Kipp :—I think we are all agreed that the sub- 
ject of examinations will have to be considered at some 
future date. I simply rise to move that the report of 
the examiners be received and adopted. 

The Presipent :—Speaking for myself I do not see 
any need to consult the foreign schools, as the examina- 
tions are conducted on a totally different principle from 
our own. The examinations there are thoroughly 
searching ; no man can obtain his diploma unless he 
can do any operation perfectly. With regard to the 
examinations would it not be as well to have some sys- 
tem instituted before the next meeting / 

Genl. Sir Frepx. FirzWyeram having withdrawn his 
proposal, the motion for the reception of the report was 
carried, 

Mr. TxicezR ;—With the Council’s permission, I 
should like to alter my resolution as follows /—“ That 
the whole question of the Examiners’ Reports as read 
by the Secretary be referred to the Examination Com- 
mittee with power to confer with the Examiners and 
Principals of Schools, and that the reports already read and 
the report of the Examination Committee on the sub- 
pally printed, and a copy sent to each member of 


Mr. Jas. F. Suwpson seconded the motion, which was 


Finance ComMItree. 


The Sxcrerary i 
Committe, read the report of the Finance 
- F. W. Wraae ;—I beg to move that the report 
~ received and adopted ; that cheques be drawn to meet 
e liabilities, and t a cheque for £20 for current ex- 
0 be ews in the hands of the Secretary. 
rof. ALLEY seconded the motion which was 


FEetLowsHIp DEGREE. 


The Szcretary read the report of the Examiners for 
the Fellowship Degree, from which it appeared that 
seven gentlemen had obtained their degree. Mr. Hitt 
further stated that he was in correspondence with eight 
or nine gentlemen who had indicated their intention of 
going up for the Fellowship Examination. 


REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Council to the fact that although we have re- 
céived reports from different committees, I fail to see 
any report from the Registration Committee. I do hope 
that there will be an early meeting of that committee as 
there is a large amount of business to transact. 

Mr. Mutvey:—Some time ago it was decided that the 
Registration should meet monthly, but there has been 
no meeting for some time, and I was wondering whether 
the business was all completed !' 

The Prestwent :—Mr. Hill will take it as an instruc- 
tion that a meeting be convened at an early date. 


EXAMINERS FOR FELLOWsHIP DEGREE. 


Sir Henry Simpson :—I propose the re-election of 
Dr. Fleming, Prof. Duguid, and Mr. Cox, 

Prof. McCaut seconded the motion. 

Mr. Huntine :—Do you not think it would be as well 
to elect one man atatime? If we elect them again in 
bulk we shall never get out of the habit. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I submit that there is no ob- 
jection to my proposing three names. Of course any 
gentleman can propvse a fourth, and if so we go to the 
ballot at once. 

Mr. Huntina :—I have one name to propose, and I 
do so as a matter of principle. The profession has told 
us that it wants no dual appointments and I propose 
Prof. Pritchard to enable us to give effect tu this 
want. 

Mr. Burnett seconded the proposition. 

A ballot was then taken and the PrestpEent declared 
Prof. Duguid, and Mr. Cox to be 
elected. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES FOR THE jYEAR. 


Mr. Kipp :—I wish to move the same resolution as I 
did last year, but I withdrew it then at the suggestion of 
Sir Henry Simpson. I beg to move that each Committee 
be limited to seven members. 

Mr. Wuittte :—I move that each committee has its 
own individual chairman. I am sure the business 
would be better carried out and more thoroughly dis- 
cussed if the thing were so arranged. 

Mr. Mutvey :—There is a bye-law which says that the 
President shall be chairman of all committees ; without 
altering that bye-law we cannot carry your sug- 
gestion. 

After a short discussion, at the suggestion of the 
President, Mr. Kipp withdrew his motion. 

The Parliamentary, General Purposes, Registration, 
Bye-Laws, Finance and Dinner Committees were then 
appointed with slight alterations from previous years. 

Mr.'Huntine :—I propose that a Library and Museum 
committee be appointed. I may say that that com- 
mittee was annually appointed for many years, and it is 
ouly receutly that we have departed from that course. 

Sir Henry Simpson seconded the proposition. 

Mr. Jas. F. Simpson :—If my memory serve me 
rightly, a few years ago some two or three committees 
were merged into the General Purposes Committee, and 
I think that committee has the power to deal with all 
matters connected with the Library and Museum. 

Mr. Mutvey :—Prof. Axe was appointed Chairman of 
the Library and Museum Committee. I believe it was 
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called together once, but I have heard nothing 
more of it. 

Mr, Jas. F. Simpson :—I find that the committee 
still exists, and Mr. Hunting is a member of it. — ; 

Mr. Huntine :—I should like to ask the Solicitor this 
question. When does a committee cease to exist ! 

Mr. Tuatcuer :—I think a’ committee lives as long as 
the members of Council composing it it are in existence 
and can be called together. 

Mr. Hunine :—If that be the case how is it that we 
have no report to-day of any standing committee except 
the Finance Committee. I understood the reason was 
that there were no committees to report. The two 
things are absolutely conflicting. I do not know 
which is right. 

Mr. Tuatcuer :—Members of the Council go out at 
the Annual General Meeting. Some of those gentle- 
men are members of committees, and it would be ob- 
viously incorrect for the surviving members to prepare 
to present a report which may be quite contrary to the 
opinions of the members who have gone off. You must 
remember that your committees are composed of two 
sets: members of council who are ‘elected at the an- 
nual general meeting, and members who are Vice-presi- 
dents and who are not elected until the first meeting of 
Council afterwards. To my thinking when the annual 
general meeting comes and members of council go out of 
office the committees expire of their own accord. 

Mr. Huntine :—Then as a matter of fact it is a legal 
opinion that there are no committees in existence at 
the present time. That has never yet been settled. 

Mr. Triccer :—If an absolute necessity of calling a 
meeting together had occurred since the last meeting of 
this Council what steps would have been taken ? 

Mr. Huntine :—The illegal step of calling the mem- 
bers of it. 

Mr. THatcuer :—The President could have settled 
that by calling a meeting of council and electing the 
committee, 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson :—I propose that the members of 
the Library Committee be re-elected. 

Mr. Huntine :—I object. I should like to remind 
the Council that Mr. Cartledge told us a year ago that 
by the bye-laws and charters, committees have to be 
elected by ballot. Of course there is not one com- 
mittee that has been formally or officially elected. I 
— object to the election of the other committee. 

= lodge a written formal objection to every com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Tuatcner :—Do you not think that you should 
have done that before ? 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I should like to know whether 
the committees last year were elected by ballot. 

Mr, Huntine :—It is a matter of legality, and I wlll 
try the point. 

Sir Henry Srpson :—If there is one gentleman pro- 
posed there can be no ballot ; but if the election ques- 
tion is questioned there will have to be a ballot. 

question every one of them. 

e motion for the appointment of the Lib 

r. Hunting :—There is another committee which 
has not been elected, some two or three members of 
which have left the council, the committee in connection 
= “—- registration of horse-shoeing- smiths. 

r. Mutvey :—That is not f i 
committees one of the standing 
r. HunTING :—lt was treated as such last year 
we cannot be guilty of the discourtesy of not fee Bo 

_ it when we are acting with two other bodies. 

The Prestpent :—I am advised by Mr. Thatcher that 

we ought to elect a Charter Committee, at present it 


consists of the whole council. Is it : 


On the motion of Mr. Wurttix, seconded by Prof. 
Wattey, the Charter Committee was re-elected. 


Tue Proposep New CHARTER. 


Sir Henry Simpson :—Before commencing this very 
important business I think it might save time if I were 
allowed to make a few observations with regard to this. 
subject. I think generally that there has been an im- 
pression that a certain number of the profession want a 
new charter, and that a certain number do not want it. 
A certain section of the council has not taken the 
trouble to give expression to its ideas on the subject. 
As far as I know the council there has always been a de- 
sire for improvement, but Iam bound to say that I think 
there has been certainly no inclination to swallow the 
whole of the points that have been insisted upon as be- 
ing absolutely necessary and which the profession has 
very determinedly said that it will have. I do not 
think any person who looks at the situation could view 
it in any other way than this. The profession are 
asked certain questions, and without the slightest hesi- 
tation they turn over their old and tried servants and 
put in gentlemen who, according to their own admission, 
are not tried and faithful servants so far, but they ini- 
tiate the principle I do not hesitate to say that if we 
hang this charter up till this time next year the 
profession will do the same thing. I do not think the 
profession has been educated as it ought to have been 
with regard to these three points before arriving at any 
decision. I will give you an illustration of what I mean. 
Mr. Malcolm says it is a good thing that you should have 
Vice-presidents. He says if you go to municipal in- 
stitutions and other corporations you will find they 
elect their vice-presidents from among their own body ; 
and he maintains that we should do the same. That is 
an excellent argument, but it so happens that it is not 
correct, because there is no law whatever to prevent 
corporations from electing their aldermen (who are equi- 
valent to our vice-presidents) outsiGe the Corporation. 
We have heard from time to time that the College of 
Surgeons is going for a new charter, and the inference 
seems to be that we are going for a charter on the same 
lines as that body. You know it is a petition which is 
sent by the College of Surgeons to the Privy Council. 
They ask that a moiety of the Council may consist of 
members of not less than ten years standing, that mem- 
bers may be eligible for election as examiners, and that 
only one ,third of the council shall act as examiners. 
Those are the points which the College of Surgeons 
asks. What I wish toemphasize is that they have not 
got anything like the privileges that we have at 
the present time, and that they do not ask for anything 
like the privileges we are told to ask for by the pro- 
profession. I know that a gentlemen like Mr. Malcolm 
is utterly incapable of stating anything that is not 
true if he knew it. . 

Mr. Matcoum :—I believe I said usually from their 
own members, 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I have your own words. You 
said that municipal and other corporations do select theiT 
aldermen from among their councillors in a manner pre- 
cisely similar to that now suggested for the election of 
our vice-presidents, I should have been glad if the pro 
fession had been better educated on this point. The 
profession has delegated to certain gentlemen here, 42 
perhaps the majority of this Council, the work of carry- 
ing through a charter and sending it to the Privy 
Council as soon as possible. It is not my intention to 
oppose these gentlemen ing any clauses that they 
may think desirable, but I trust that they will send dow? 

a good charter. It is a prerogative of every Englishman 
to petition Her Majesty through the Privy Council. 
There are many gentlemen who take a lively and abiding 
interest in this Council who are not members of it, but 
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I am sure they will scrutinise, and I am sure members 
of Parliament.will scrutinise, very closely anything which 
interferes with the existing interest of the profession. 
I therefore trust that those gentleme:. will do their best 
to obtain a new charter that will be of benefit to us all. 

Mr. Matcoim :—I should like to say one word in ex- 
planation. It has been suggested that I was practically 
ignorant of what was customary in the election of alder- 
men and vice-presidents. What I meant to say was that 
the aldermen were always practically in corporate bodies 
elected by the members. I did not say that they had no 
right to elect them from outside. 

Mr. Mutvey ;—I propose that we discuss the clauses 
of the report of the Sub-committee seriatim. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Prof. PenBERTHY :—I will move the first clause, “ That 
every member of the College shall be eligible to be 
elected as a member of Council. 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I will move as an amendment that the 
words “or examiner” be added so that the clause should 
read, “That every member of the College shall be 
eligible to be elected as a member of Council or ex- 
aminer.”’ 

Mr. Wuittte seconded the amendment, which was 
put and lost. 

Clause I. was agreed to. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I beg to move that Clause II. remains 
as it is, “That the President and Vice-Presidents shall 
be selected from the elected members of Council and 
that the number of members of council be increased by 
eight.” The suggestion is that the total number of 
members of council be 32. 

Prof. WatiEy seconded the resolution. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace :—I will move as an amendment 
that the number of members of Council be increased to 


There being no seconder to the amendment Clause IT. 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Huntin@ :—I do not want to divide the meeting, 
but I would suggest that a clause be inserted bere re- 
ducing the number of Vice-Presidents to two, because 
we do not want six vice-presidents elected from among 
ourselves. No other body in England has more than 
two Vice- Presidents. 

Mr. Mutvey :—In answer to that it is not proposed 
to insert in the charter anything about Vice- Presidents. 
It is for the Council when they meet to select their own 
vice-presidents. 

Mr. Huntine :—It is already provided for in existing 
charters. It must be mentioned either one way or the 
other, or else we go on with the six. I suggest that an 
additional clause be added. The solicitor will have to 
put all this into proper form. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Before this is put I may state my 
reasons for voting against this suggestion that there 
should be but two vice-presidents. Here again the pro- 
fession has been under the impression that although we 
are going to ask the Privy Council to give us a charter 
by which the Council shail elect the vice-presidents from 
amongst themselves, that we are going to retain six vice- 
presidents. As the profession is under that impression 
{ shall do what it evidently wished, viz. vote for our 

ving six vice-presidents as before. 

Mr. Hunting’s motion was put and lost. 

Mr. Mutvey moved that Clause III. “That before a 
student obtains his diploma he shall be obliged to furnish 
4 certificate providing that he has undergone twelve 
months pupilage with a duly qualified practitioner” be 
expunged. Mr. Fraser seconded the motion. 

_ Mr. Triccer :—1 shall support Mr. Mulvey’s resolu- 
tion, but before doing so I wish to place on record that 
though no one believes more in pupilage than I do I 
cannot see that you get any safeguard for bond fide pupil- 


age. To insert that clause would be to open the door 
for a needy practitioner to have a large numberof pupils. 
That 1 think would cause an infinite amount of harm,. 
because the pupils’ time would not be properly em- 
ployed. I cannot vote for compulsory pupilage, be- 
cause I do not see how you cau get bond fide pupils. 

MrF..J. Simpson :—Solicitors have power by charter to 
take pupils: in fact no man can obtain his certificate, 
and practice as a solicitor until he has produced his cer- 
tificate of pupilage. Mr. Trigger is afraid that needy 
practitioners may take a large number of pupils, in fact 
make a business of it. But the solicitors saw the danger of 
such a thing occurring,and one of therules is that no mam 
shall take more than two pupils. There you have a safe- 
guard at once. I am not going to move any amendment 
to Mr. Mulvey’s proposition, but I do say that had there 
been a will there may have been away open to have made: 
this pupilage clause a very excellent and useful one for 
the profession. 

Prof. Watitry:—I myself am in favour of pupilage, 
and I think I am right in saying that all the principals. 
of the colleges have impressed upon their pupils the 
great necessity of seeing practice. We in the schools go 
so far as to put that very strongly in our prospectuses. 
I think it would be perfectly safe to have it as it is. 

Mr. Mulvey’s proposition, “ That the clause be ex- 
punged ” was carried. 

Mr. Mutvey moved that Clause IV., “That there be 
a registration of 5/- annually,” be not inserted. 

Prof, WaLLEy seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to. 

Prof. Win.1aMs moved that Clause V., “ That there be 
Fellows by election other than examination,’ be 
inserted. Mr. J. F. Simpson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey :—As we already possesss a degree of 
Associate I really do not see any necessity for electin 
Fellows in any other way than they are at present, “| 
that is by examination. I therefore move as an amend- 
ment, That Clause V. be expunged.” Mr. Kuipp 
seconded the amendment. 

Prof. Watiey :—I quite agree with Mr. Mulvey. I 
personally would never submit myself to any examining 
board for the sake of obtaining the Fellowship degree. 
I do not see why we should not have two ways open of 
electing Fellows, one by examination, and the other by 
a written paper. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—That is just what this clause 
says—that Fellows should be elected by some other 
means. 

Prof. Watuzry :—I think we should have another 
method, by thesis. I would propose that the Fellows 
be elected by examination in the manner it has been 
already done, or by written thesis. 

Mr. Raymonp :—By whom would they be elected ? 

Prof. Wattry :—By the Council. The examiners 
would see that the thesis is a proper thesis, and then 
it would be settled by the Council. 

Mr. Triacer: Prof. Walley means that the examiners 
for the Fellowship degree shall examine the thesis, and 
if they approve of it, recommend that those gentlemen 
be elected as Fellows. 

Prof. Wattry :—That is my meaning. 

Mr. Huntinea :—I was going to suggest that although 
aman might not care to submit himself to anything like 
the examination at present, he might be brought in by 
altering the torms of examination, and we have the 
power now under our charter to submit them 
to whatever examination we think fit. The ex- 
amination might be so altered as to include a 
method of admission a3 Prof. Walley suggests. There- 
fore I do not think Mr. Mulvey’s amendment is 


necessary. 
Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Do you mean that you would 
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make the examination easier for thuse gentlemen whom 
you desire to bring in ! 

Mr. Huntina: Certainly not. I suggest that we 
might alter the present form of examination, but we 


should not make it easier. | 


Mr. J. F. Suwpson :—I wish to know for what purpose 
you would alter the present examination. 

Mr. Huntine :—I do not say we should; I say that 
what Prof. Walley desires can be obtained without any 
new charter. We have the power to do what we like by 
examination, aud a thesis may be a part of an ex- 
amination. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson :—I should be extremely sorry to 
see the door shut against this Council, and so pre- 
venting them from conferring such honours upon an in- 
dividual as many members desire at the present time. 
For that reason I would almost appeal to Mr. Mulvey, 
for it is not one of those test questions to be submitted 
to the profession, and upon which the profession have 
expressed any decided view. For that reason I second 
Prof. Williams’ motion. 

Mr, Wm. Evaar:—I should like to second Mr. Mul- 
vey’s resolution. I think when the degree was started, 
sufficient gentlemen were admitted upon the list of 
Fellows without examination. In the interests of 

oung men who are aspiring to the distinction, and who, 
= that hope, are being stimulated to greater exertions 
in their work, I hope that in future the degree will only 
be conferred by examination. 

The amendment was then carried. 

Tue Prestoent :—Clause V. is expunged. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I beg to move that Clause VI., “ That 
the place of meeting for the annual general meeting be 
fixed at the quarterly meeting in January, preceding the 
aunual meeting, and that the day for holding such 
meeting be the first Wednesday in the month of May, 
in lieu of the first Monday, as at present,’ do remain. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I beg to second that. 

Mr. Kipp :—As the clause stands there might be a 
question whether the Council has the power to say that 
the meeting shall be held at Doncaster, Peterborough, or 
somewhere else, or whether it is confined to the places 
already mentioned on the charter, London, and Dublin. 

Mr. Nissert :—I should like to ask if it is really 
necessary to stick to the month of May for the annual 
meeting. I think members from the country will agree 
with me that that is a very busy time for country prac- 
titioners, and I think if it could be altered to the month 
of July, or the end of June, it would suit us better. 

Prof. McCatn:—The month of May is very incon- 
venient for the principals of colleges. 

Mr. TriaaEer :—May is the worst time that we can 
get away from home. I think July would suit us very 
much better. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I have no feeling in the matter. I 
am willing to substitute any month which may be agree- 
pr as London is the head quarters 
of the College I would move “that the ann i 
be held in London only.” lie a 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—The Month of May has had a 
trial with the profession for a great many years and we 
never failed to get a good meeting. _I venture to think 
that if you fix the meeting in June you will have other 
difficulties arise which will prevent those members who 
do regularly attend annual meetings from doing so. If 
you have it in August or September other difficulties 
will arise then. The month of May has been fairly 
tried, and I suggest we should go on in the same man- 
ner. With regard to the fixing of the place of meetin 
I certainly know what the intention of the committee 
was when it was brought before us, that we as a council 
should give members in different parts of the country an 

_ Opportunity of attending meetings. 1 think it would 
rather selfish for us who live near London to carry 


such a resolution as has been suggested, that we should 
hold the annual meeting continually in London. I 
think we should give every member of the profession an 
opportunity of attending the meetings. ; 

Prof. WALLEY :—We have already power to migrate, 
and I think that the council ought to leave the question 
ag to the month open. Several years ago I pointed out 
that the country practitioners could not attend in 
May, except at great sacrifice, and at the probability of 
losing good cases and being found fault with in their 
practice. As far as we, the principals of the colleges in 
Scotland are concerned, it would be quite impossible for 
us toattend. I, for one, have not been at an annual 
meeting for years, and I could not do so, We first 
have to come up in April for the quarterly meeting, and 
then we have to come up in May for our annual 
meetiug. 

Mr. CartLepGe :—We might retain the month but 
have the meeting at the later date. 

Prof. W1iu1aMs :—I beg to propose “ That the annual 
meeting be held on the first Wednesday in June.” 

Prof. McCatu seconded the motion. 

Mr. TricGER :—On behalf of the country practitioners 
I shall ask Mr. Mulvey to adopt the first Wednesday 
in July. 

Mr. — seconded the proposal 

Mr. J. F. Stwpson :—I propose that the clause re- 
main as it is. 

Mr. Huntine :—I will second that proposition. 

Mr. Trigger’s amendment that the annual meeting be 
held on the first Wednesday in July was put to the 
meeting and lost. 

Prof. William’s motion that the annual meeting be 
held on the first Wednesday in June was agreed to. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson proposed that clause VIL., “ That the 
designation of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
be the Royal Veterinary University ”’ be expunged. 

Mr. Muvtvey seconded the motion which was 
agreed to. 

Prof.Wat.ey :—I move that clause VIII, “That the ex- 
amination fees be fixed at a maximum of 20 guineas, 
and that the examination fee for each examination be 
three guineas additional” be expunged. I personally 
was against the fees being raised to 13 guineas, but I do 
most strongly object to raising the fees to 20 guineas, 
as I do not seethe object of it. You have a balance 
sent up to you by the secretaries from jthe two 
countries of no less than £850 for the last examination. 
Why do we want to put another burden on to students ! 
It is simply taking the money out of their pockets and 
out of the pockets of their fathers. 

Prof. McCau seconded the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I also disagree with this clause, but | 
was going to suggest a medium course, that is that the 
maximum fee be 15 guineas. ’ 

Mr J. F. Simpson :—This is a clause that had a great 
deal of attention and consideration from this committee 
when it was before them, and various sums were sug- 
gested as a maximum. I am afraid that Prof. Walley has 
misread this. The intention of the council was not that 
we should make an alteration in the fee at once, but we 
do not want to go to the Privy Council for a charter 
every now and then. We are going to the Privy Coun- 
cil fur a charter which we hope will last us some con- 
siderable time, and why not obtain power to raise our 
fees if the council in its wisdom decide todoso! At 
the present moment I do not ,think the council has the 
smallest intention of raising the fees, but if in ten years 


g | hence the gentlemen constituting the council feel dis- 


posed to raise the fees, as I think it is extremely likely 
they may, I do not see why they should not have 
the power to do so. I agree, however, with Prof. Walley 
in thinking that perhaps the time has not yet come for 


us to raise the fees, but let us have the power to do so 
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in 20 years hence such a course may be desirable. I 
propose that the clause remain as it is. 
r. RayMonp seconded the motion. 

Prof. Wiiu1ams :—May I ask if the council is not 
already in a difficulty with regard to the fees? I appre- 
hend that many students have paid more than 20 guin- 
eas. I should like to know whether the Council has 
the power of charging students more than the sum men- 
tioned in the charter. 

Mr. THatcHER :—The case has already, to a certain 
extent, been decided. A question was asked by Mr. 
Wallis in the House of Commons some four or five years 
ago on this very subject, and the answer given by the 
Lord Advocate was that the college was entitled to do 
what it did. That ruling was accepted by the House of 
Commons and the matter passed off. So faras I am 
concerned I have always regarded that as a distinct and 
definite rule on the subject 

Prof. Wiut1aMs :-—In that case I shall support Prof. 
Walley’s motion. 

Mr. Huntine :—Are we to understand that the an- 
swer given in the House of Commons is to be accepted 
as a judicial decision? I do not think it is of the 
slightest value whatever, except as a political move to 
get rid of the question for the moment. 

Mr. Tuatcuer :—I do not think that the Lord Advo- 
cate would have condescended to have stated bad law. 

Mr. Huntine :—It is not long since that the present 
Attorney-General stated that his remarks in the House of 
Commons were not legal statements. I quite agree with 
those gentlemen who do not believe in increasing the 
fees too much. As long as we can make a large profit, 
and as long as the whole of our income is obtained from 
the students I think some little consideration might be 
given to them, and to their parents. I would suggest 
that we have a sum fixed for each examination, except 
the one for which we now charge four guineas. That is 
quite enough to pay for an examination, and we should 
have another sum fixed for the re-examination of the 
rejected candidates of, say, three guineas. With regard 
to the argument that we are only putting a maximum, 
and that we need not carry it out, that is invariably 
brought forward whenever you want to raise the fees ; 
you always say there is a maximum, but you are not 
going to. charge it, but three months afterwards you 
always adopt it. 

Mr. Mutvey :—As it seems necessary that there 
should be a clause of this kind in the new charter I will 
propose that Clause VIII. stand thus, “ That the examina- 
tion fees be fixed at amaximum of thirteen guineas, and the 
examination fee for each re-examination be three 
guineas additional.” 

Prof. WauLry :—I should be content with that. 

Mr. Triccer :—In spite of the argument which has 
been adduced by the other side I see no reason why we 
should not fix a maximum sum, We are going for a 
charter which we hope will last us a number of years, 
and I think we ought to take power to charge what we 
think to be reasonable fees. Although at the present 
moment 1 should not vote for raising the examination 
fees, I should vote for taking powers for doing so. 

The Prestpent :—I agree with Mr. Trigger. I think 
you will find that in a very shorttime your examination 
expenses will be materially increased, because you will 

compelled by public opinion to makethem much more 
efficient and searching than they are now. I think, 
therefore it would be a good thing if, in this new charter, 
you allowed a margin as suggested by Mr. Trigger. You 
are not compelled to take the maximum sum ; you can 
make it what you like, 

Clause VIII. was agreed to. 

Prof. Wiiu1aMs :—I beg to move that Clause IX.“ The 
committee see no reason for any alteration in the 


existing practice that examiners may be members of 
Council, and vice-vers4,’’ remain as it is. 

Mr. CartTLEeGE seconded the motion. 

Mr. Mutvey :—As this clause was only carried by the 
casting vote of the chairman at the committee meetin 
I shall move as an amendment that it be expunged, an 
the following be substituted in its place,“ That no mem- 
ber of Council shall be eligible to be elected as examiner 
and vice-versa.” 

Mr. Kipp seconded the amendment. 

The amendment was put and carried. 

Prof. Wary :—I have for some time been of opinion, 
and have expressed it at this Council Board, that there 
should be an additional number of examiners, and that 
we should have power to elect them. We have often 
found that when the examination time comes round 
there may be three or four examiners absent from 
some cause or other, and we are obliged to turn to out- 
siders at a moiment’s notice, to fill the vacancies. In 
our present position we propose to increase the strin- 
gency of our examinations, and only the other day there 
was' a recommendation by the practical section of the 
C examination, that it be open to the Council to 
carry out extra duties. I propose that we get powers to 
appoint an additional number of examiners. If my pro- 
position is carried we can leave it till afterwards to de- 
termine how many. I move that the number of ex- 
aminers be increased. 

Mr. Wuirtt.e seconded the motion. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I do not think the motion is at 
all necessary. Under the charter you can appoint as 
many examiners as you like. The number is governed 
by Rule 19. 

Mr. Kipp :—There is another clause, I think, which 
ought to be added to the new charter. I think the mem- 
bers of our profession ought to be exempt from serving 
on juries, and I would move that such a clause be in- 
serted. Perhaps the solicitor will kindly tell us 
whether, if such a clause were embodied in the charter 
it would take effect. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson seconded the motion. 

Mr. THatcuEeR :—I would not like to take the respon- 
sibility of expressing an opinion upon the point. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I would suggest that Mr. 
Kidd, at the next meeting of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, should move a resolution that a deputation 
should go down, and see sume members of Parliament, 
and ascertain if there is any chance of their introducing 
such a bill. The thing cannot be done by charter, but 
it may by Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Huntine :—I beg to propose the following reso- 
lution, “That the solicitor be instructed to provide a 
draft petition, embodying the resolution, carried to-day, 
and that he be requested to inform the Council of any 
other matters that he may consider called for by these 
changes.”’ 

Mr, J. F. Simpson seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Epve@ar:—I should like to ask whether the Coun- 
cil has power to add another year to the curriculum. 

The Preswent :—It already has power to do so. 

Mr. Kipp :—I should like to move this resolution 
“ That béfore this petition is sent to the Privy Council 
a copy be sent to every member of the profession.” 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson :—If you once send out this peti- 
tion you will be bound to send out every revised copy 
with all the alterations, and there will really be no end 
to it. 

Mr. Kipp :—I can appreciate Mr. Simpson’s remarks, 
and I will therefore ine my proposition. 


MEMORIAL ADDRESS TO THE PRESIDENT AND CovuUNCIL. 


Sir Henry Simpson :—In moving a resolution with 
regard to this matter it may be convenient for me to 
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state a few of the circumstances which have induced Mr. | cep 


Cartledge and other gentlemen to sign a memorial to 
this Council praying for an enquiry into their conduct. 
It will be within your recollection that Dr. Fleming 
brought forward a printed report, signed by Professor 
Brown, the Principal of the Camden Town School, the 
fourth paragraph of which contains the charges referred 
to in the memorial. I need, hardly say that |1 was per- 
fectly astounded at these charges b2ing made, as the 
statements were not founded upon facts, and after con- 
sideration I felt it my duty to write to Professr Brown, 
calling his attention to that. To that letter I received 
no reply, but he sent me an official letter through the 
secretary to say that a mistake had been made as to the 
numbers, that 16 and 17 candidates were examined and 
not 20, and that the letter should be brought before the 
Council of the College. I certainly felt that a state- 
ment of that kind ought to be either substantiated or 
withdrawn. I should have been glad if Prof. Brown 
could have have seen his way to express regret that he 
had put anything in the statement which was not abso- 
lutely correct, but at all events I did not feel, in justice 
to myself or to those on whose behalf I was moving, that 
I could let the matter rest in that way, and therefore I 
wrote again to Prof. Brown. Then I wrote to a mem- 
ber of the General Purposes Committee, who happened 
to be the Master of the Buckhounds, and under whom 1 
hold an official appointment. I explained to him ex- 
actly what had happened and sent him (a copy of my 
letter to Prof. Brown, at the same time requesting him, 
if he was going to attend the meeting, to be so good as 
to let my statement appear before the committee and to 
desire that the matter should be thoroughly investigated. 
Lord Coventry wrote to say he regretted he could not 
attend the meeting and expressed a hope that my re- 
quest might be acceded to. The next letter was from 
his Lordship to say that he enclosed the reply he had 
received to my letter to the Chairman ‘of the General 
Purposes Committee, and that I was to be good enough 
to let him have it after I had read it. The substance 
of it was that the committee had decided to ask this 
Council for a joint conference and enquiry. Then fol- 
lows « letter, of which I have been favoured with a copy, 
which has been addressed to you and which has been 
read—a letter from the Secretary of the College inviting 
you to « conference. It does seem a little singular 
that there should be this complaint on the part of the 
Camden Town Schools. I have written with regard to 
the other examinations to the Principals of the different 
Schools— Professors Williams, Walley and McCall, and 
they have all expressed their satisfaction with the way 
the examinations had been conducted at their Colieges. 
Prof. McCall, who is also President of this College 
writes, “ This is to certify that by the power vested in 
me as President under the bye-laws of the R.C.V.S.. Mr. 
W. Woods, Jr., and Mr. J. F. Simpsen were appointed 
by mein December last to act as Examiners in the C 
Practical Division of the Court of Examiners, in place 
of Mr, Cartledge and Mr. W. Woods, Senr., who had in- 
formed me of their inability to attend owing to ill health 
I deleg:ted Mr. Woods, Jnr., to the section for horses 
and Mr. J. F. Simpson to that for cattle, (signed) James 
McCall.” _—_Here is a suggestion from the R.C.V.S. that 
you should join them in a conference of enquiry the ob- 
ject being to elicit the truth. If we have been guilty of 
any dereliction of duty then we shall be found guilt 
and so reported to this Council. With regard to rd 
statements which Professor Brown makes, and of which 
he has been informed as he says by students—I must 
say, that as a rule, students are not very well informed 
_on matters of law—lI think, if the President of the Col- 
lege Me satisfied with the bye-laws and made the appoint- 
ments in a proper manner, that it is ve 
that Prof. Brown listened to what students had repay 
> 


t to tell them to go about their business. With 
reference to the numbers you will see that the memorial 
states what was in the original document, though I can 
quite understand for the purpose of getting their mem- 
oranda in order at the Royal Veterinary College that 
they might find they had made a mistake in substi- 
tuting 16 or 17 for the 20, but I need hardly tell you 
that 20 was in the report you read, and it was sent to 
every Governor of the Institution. Therefore I pray 
that you will submit for reference the original para- 
graph IV of Prof. Brown’s report to his Board of 
Governors. I beg to move “That {the proposal for a 
joint conference and enquiry as suggested by the 
R.C.VS., be accepted.” 

Mr. Cart LepGe:—I beg to second that. I do not 
know that I can add anything to what Sir Henry Simp- 
son has so admirably put before you. I was very unwell 
at the time of the examinations. I received a letter 
from Mr. Woods, who was seriously ill, saying he would 
be unfit to attend the examinations and asking if I had 
any objection to his son taking his place. I had no ob- 
jection, and I wrote to Mr. Olver, as I thought he was to 
be his colleague in the cattle department, asking if he 
had any objection, and his reply was to the effect that 
he had been in office with Mr. Woods Jnr., for the Fitz- 
Wygram Prize and that a more able young man he had 
never met. I wrote also to the President of the College, 
mentioning that fact, and asked if he had any objection 
to Mr. Woods. The reply was that he had none what- 
ever. I wrote to my other colleague, Sir Henry Simp- 
son, who also had no objection to Mr. Woods serving. 
After that I suffered very much from a serious attack of 
influenza and was, myself, unable to attend the exami- 
nations, and I therefore asked my friend Mr. James 
Simpson if he would go and do my duty. He consented 
and the same thing was done with respect to the rest of 
the gentlemen in connection with the Board and the 
President as in the case of Mr. Woods. Then it oc- 
curred to the President and myself that inasmuch as 
Sir Heury Simpson was my colleague it would not be 
desirable, perhaps, that the two brothers should be ex- 
aming in the same subject, and I wrote again to Mr. 
James Simpson, asking if he would take the cattle por- 
tion so that Mr. Woods might join his brother and 
actually be my representative. That received the ap- 
proval of all again. There is no doubt that I was per- 
fectly justified in asking those two gentlemen to take 
the duties that I was unable to perform. I hope the 
Council will consent to the prayer of the Examiners 
and let the matter be fully investigated. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—I can confirm all that Mr. Cart- 
ledge has said. The appointment of substitutes for ex- 
aminers who are unaple to be present is within the 
power of the bye-law, and has been practised for years 
past. Imagine then a member of the Class C exam!- 
nation being in Edinburgh—you know how many con- 
stitute a practical section—and suppose one of those 
gentlemen should unfortunately break his leg on the 
morning of the examination, what are you to do! Are 
these examinations to stand still? But Mr. Cartledge, 
not conteni with the bye-law, makes doubly sure that he 
is acting in the right, and communicates with the Pres!- 
dent, and obtains his sanction. With regard to the 
number of students examined in one day, I distinctly 
deny that there were twenty. I know that has been 
withdrawn, but without any apology to us. With re- 
gard to the candle, I declare to you that I never saw 4 
candle on that occasion. No student ever used a candle 
in my presence, but even if it had been used, what of 
that? Probably Prof. Brown, from his limited know- 
ledge of a country veterinary surgeon’s life, can hardly 
believe that it is necessary for practitioners to visit 
patients by candle-light; but if you, gentlemen, 4% 
members of this Council, were told, and it was admit 
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by the examiners, that the examination of the students 
was conducted by candle-light, would you say that that 
was an improper thing todo? Ask my friend, Mr. Mul- 
vey, how much of his work was conducted by candle- 
light or gaslight. 

Mr. Mutvey :—Four-fifths 

Mr. J. F. Simpson :—Four-fifths. If he examined by 
candle-light, is he to be condemned as an inefficient and 
unfair examiner? I think that completes the charges. 
I do not know that I need say any more, but [ do ask 
you, because I believe you to be men who will act fairly, 
and will not allow your examiners to be condemned un- 
heard, to agree to the conference that has been asked be- 
tween yourselves and the Royal Veterinary College. 

Mr. Wa. Huntine:—I only wish to say that when 
both sides desire an enquiry we cannot refuse it; na- 
turally there must be an inquiry. I would also say, 
however, that it seems a pity that when there was going 
to be a judicial enquiry one side of the tale should have 
been stated for the second time. The whole of this has 
been said before, and, as far as we are concerned, has 
been disposed of. Then, again, look how it was brought 
forward. It was brought forward at a meeting without 
notice, without being on the agenda paper, by an indi- 
vidual who obtained the information confidentially. 

Dr. FLemine :—It was not. 

Mr. W. Huntine :—Then a document sent to mem- 
bers of the Board of Governors of the Veterinary Col- 
lege is not a confidential document? You say it is a 
published document? It has not been published. Sir 
Henry Simpson carefully chose his words, and said it 
has been printed, and brought forward. 

Sir H. Simpson: —I said it was sent to every 
governor. 

Mr. W. Huntine : —“ Circulated”? amongst the 
governors, not published. ln other words, it is a private 
document, and was brought here, where it had no busi- 
ness to be. Now that it has been brought before the 
proper authority, and we are desired by the Governors of 
the College, there is not the slightest objection to our 
taking the matter up,but I do object to ex parte statements 
having been made here when Professor Brown was not 
present, and when you are asked to grant a judicial 
enquiry ; it was not, to put it mildly, in good taste. 

‘. Mr. J. F. Simpson :—He had an opportunity cf being 
ere. 

Mr. W. Huntine :-——Nor do I think it in good taste 
to bring forward a sort of testimonial of character from 
three of the principals of the schools. 

Dr. Ftemine :—The document which was sent to the 
governors was in no way confidential, it could have been 
shewn to anybody. There was no obligation at all upon 
the receiver binding him to secrecy. The chairman of 
the committee of the Royal Veterinary College asked 
me to make an enquiry as to whether those statements 
were correct, and how this came about, that the ex- 
aminers should not have given the students fair play. 
To listen to students was, in my opinion, most impru- 
dent, because students when rejected will complain, and 
it is the duty of the principal of the school to make en- 
quiry as to whether their complaint is well founded. It 
was for Prof. Brown to make enquiry of the examiners 
of this Council whether the statements were true or not. 
Instead of that he at once took the students’ statements 
as correct. 

The resolution was then put, and carried unani- 
mously. 

m.. Henry Simpson suggested that Mr. Barford, Mr. 
ragg, aud Mr. Greaves should represent the Council. 

He would ask Mr. Whittle to propose that. 

roposed, and Prof. WALLEY seconded, 

: Mr. Barford, Mr. Wragg, and Mr. Greaves be 
selected to represent this Council in the enquiry.” 

Mr. HunTING moved as an amendment, “ That an 


important matter of this sort, affecting the examiners, 
be enquired into by the whole Council.” 
The original resolution was agreed to. 


In consideration of the approaching visit of foreign re- 
presentatives of the veterinary profession to attend the 
Hygienic Congress, it was resolved, “ That the sum of 
thirty guineas be devoted for the entertainment of dis- 
tinguished foreign representative men of the veterinary 
profession attending the Hygiene Congress, and that 
the matter be relegated to the dinner committee.” 

On the motion of Mr. Mutvey, seconded by Mr. 
Wurrtte, Mr. Simcox’s resignation was accepted. 

Mr. Mutvey moved that at the next meeting the 
question of filling Mr. Simcox’s seat on the Board 


should be considered. 
The Secretary read the obituary list. 


Prof. PENBERTHY gave notice of the following motion 
“ That hospital details, and management of animals, be 
made a subject at the first examination.”’ 


SpectaL MEETING oF CoUNCIL. 


Ou the completion of the business of the quarterly, a 
special meeting of Council was held, to consider two 
motions for alteration of bye-laws, which had been sus- 
pended on the notice board of the College in accordance 
with the rules. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I move “ That the regulations, passed 
7th January, 1891, as to the matriculation examination 
be rescinded, and that the existing regulations remain 
in force until a new committee be appointed, and a 
fresh scheme drawn up.” I do not know that this needs 
any explanation, but it would perhaps be as well if 1 
gave areason. A scheme for préliminary education was 
drawn up and submitted to this Council, but the Coun- 
cil ignored tne scheme drawn up by the committee they 
had appvinted, and they thought fit to substitute some- 
thing else. That something-else has been found by the 
educational bodies appointed to carry it out to be abso- 
lutely impracticable. It is now, therefore, proposed that 
the whole question of the preliminary examination of 
students shall be re-considered, and with that view I 
move the resolution. 

Mr. Raymonp :—I beg to second the motion, and 
amongst other reasons for doing so I beg to say that I 
consider it exceedingly unfair that these new regulations 
should be sprung upon the students, Some time ago, 
at the annual meeting, 1 spoke in favour of increasing 
the difficulty of the examination, but I said that due 
warning should be given to the students and their 
parents. This recent alteration seems to have been 
sprung on the students in the most extraordinary man- 
mer, and for that reason I have pleasure in seconding 
Mr. Mulvey’s resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Huntina :—I beg to propose with reference to bye- 
law No.31,“ That this bye-law be altered so faras the first 3 
lines ending at the word ‘ President’ to read ‘ A report 
of each examination signed by the Chairman of each sec- 
tion, shall, be transmitted to the President and Council, 
stating the names of successful candidates, the general 
standard of excellence attained in each subject, and re- 
ferring to any other matters which it is desirable should 
be notified to the Council.” In proposing this motion, 
which I have had on the notice board for five months, 
sha not make any remarks beyond drawing attention 
to this fact, that since it has been proposed it has been 
practically adopted; but this mistake has been made, 
that instead of themselves writing the report and mak- 
ing it the report of the Board of Examiners, they have 
allowed the Secretary to write his own report and not 
consult the Examiners at all. I think the proceedings 
to-day alone, if there were nothing more to grumble 
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about, afford reasons sufficient for altering this bye-law 
as | have proposed. Until we have a report from the 
Board of Examiners we have no way of knowing what 
is wanted ; we are not in proper touch with the Board 
of Examiners unless they report to us what is right 
and what is wrong and how things are going generally. 
I cannot see any objection to it, and therefore I simply 
ask you to pass it. : 

Mr. Raymonp.:—I beg to second that. 

Mr. J. Stwrson :—I should like to say I thoroughly 
approve of the alteration in this bye-law. I should like, 
however, for Mr, Hunting, to indicate more clearly how 
the marks are going to be brought before the Council. 
I think we should know how each Examiner ranks the 
student. 1 think we should not only have the joint 
marks of the two Examiners who examine in Class C 
Practical, but we should have the marks of the indi- 
vidual Examiners—“ Good,” “ Sufficient,” and so on. 
Then complaints are sometimes made against/Examiners 
as to the way they examine. I think they ought to give 
us the opportunity of tracing whether an Examiner is a 
notoriously bad marker or whether the complaints of 
students are really frivolous. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—I should like it to be made clear 
whether it is proposed that a copy of each examination 
signed by the chairman of each section shall be trans- 
mitted to the President and Council. I presume that 
you would not send it to individual members of the 
Council, but that a copy should be forwarded to the 
President to be laid before the Council. I think if Mr. 
Hunting could see his way to delete the words “and 
Council” and leave “the President’ that would meet 
the case. 

Mr. W, Huntine:—Any amendment of that sort I 
will accept at once. 

The Presiwent ;—The resolution is now as follows— 
“That the bye-law be altered so far as the first three 
lines ending at the word “President” “A report of 
each examination, signed by the Chairman of each sec- 
tion, shall be transmitted to the President stating the 
names of successful candidates, the general standard of 
excellence attained in each subject, and referring to any 
other matter which it is desirable should be notified to 
the Council.” 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Simpson, a vote of thanks 
was accorded to the President and the proceedings 
terminated, 


EASTERN COUNTIES V.M.S. 


_ The next Meeting will take place at the Globe Hotel 
King’s Lynn, on Friday, August 7th, at 12,30 a.m. 
Presidental address. Luncheon. Globe Hotel, 1 p.m 
Drive to Sandringham, 2 p.m., Dinner, Globe Hotel. 
Lynn, 6 p.m. (Morning Dress). 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


International Congress 
: Hygiene and 
meeting of the Council of Section III. 
on Monday. at 12, Hanover-square, Sir N a 
= President, in the chair. Mr, J. Tinea 
er C.B.. the newly-appointed President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, was 
elected a Vice-President of the Section: and M, 


Matthew Hedley, F.R.C.V.S., Chief Inspector of the 
Veterinary Department of the Irish Privy Council, 
an additional member of the Council. The follow- 
ing distinguished foreigners, who were likely to be 
attending the Congress, were elected as Honorary 
Vice-Presidents: Dr. Arloing. Lyons; Prof. Bang, 
Uopenhagen; Prof. Bollinger, Munich ; Dr. Carsten, 
Amsterdam; Prof. Chauveau, Paris; Dr. Devaux, 
Brussels; Dr. Johne, Dresden; Dr. Ostertag, Ber- 
lin: Prof, Perroncito, Turin; Prof. Ralliet, Alfort ; 
Dr. Roux, Paris; and Dr, D. E. Salmon, Washing- 


ton. 


The International Congress of Hygiene and Demo- 
graphy will open on August 10th next, under the presi- 
dency of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ? 

The various sections of the Congress are now busily 
engaged in completing their programmes, and the names 
of upwards of 700 delegates from various corporate and 
scientific [bodies at home and abroad have already been 
received, 

While the success of the Congress is in a great mea- 
sure assured by the arrangements already made, we have 
to point out that the contributions towards the cost of or- 
organisation are not yet equal to the anticipated expendi- 
ture, andthere is reason to believe] that asum of £1,500, in 
addition to the amount already contributed or promised, 
will be required. 

Hitherto the meetings of the Congress have been 
held in countries in which the State has defrayed a por- 
tion of the cost, but on this occasion a Government 
grant not being available we are obliged to appeal for 
help to public bodies and private individuals interested 
in sanitary progress. We shall be thankful if those 
who are willing to help us will send their contributions 
with the least possible delay. 

Tickets can be obtained on application to the Honor- 
ary Secretary-General, 20, Hanover Square, W. Mem- 
ber’s ticket, £1. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ ELECTRICITY IN CANINE PRACTICE. 
ir, 

It is with considerable reluctance I reply to my critic 
(Mr. Woodroffe Hill) as he is, I believe, a “canine 
pathologist” of several years standing, which I do not 
profess to be, and am, in fact only a young member of 
the profession. Still I beg to be allowed to say it is 
possible to apply electricity to the loins of a dog by 
means of the electric BELT, for I believe I am correct in 
saying, on the underneath surface of the dog scarcely 
any hair exists. I further believe that this part of the 
body is supplied by nerves from the lumbar region; 
therefore, in my humble opinion, it does not matter 
matter whether the electric current is carried by nerves 
in the immediate vicinity of the loins or whether it is 
carried by nerves at a farther part, radiating therefrom. 

If Mr. Hill really does believe the cure was not due to 
the belt, can he tell me how it came to be that during 
the time medicine was given no improvement t00 
place, and a cure immediately commenced when belt 
was used /—Yours, & 


J. B. T. 


— 
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C. Pack, G. G. Mayor, P. D. H. Huish, “ Vet,” 
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